Marek’s disease (MD) is a common lymphoproliferative

disease of chickens, usually characterized by mononuclear

cellular infiltrates in peripheral nerves and various other

organs and tissues including iris and skin. The disease is

caused by a herpesvirus, is transmissible, and can be distinguished

etiologically from other lymphoid neoplasms

of birds.

Because the literature on MD has greatly expanded, it

is no longer feasible to cite all relevant publications that

provide the scientific basis for our current knowledge of

the disease. In this chapter, literature is cited selectively,

and reviews are often substituted for original papers.

Readers are encouraged to look elsewhere for additional

details.                                                                                                                                                                                      

