
IMPRESSION

The ward impression is derived from imprint, which is the negative registration of an object from which a positive likeness is obtained. For the purpose of complete denture construction, it is defined as a negative registration of the entire denture bearing area, stabilizing area, and border seal area; but in term of physiological limit of function and health. 

Objectives:

1. Retention: a resistance of the denture against forces that tend to displace or dislodge it in apposite to insertion. It is depends on many factors:
a. Adhesion : physical attraction of unlike molecules to each other, it helps denture to adhere due to forces between saliva and denture base plus forces between saliva and mucosa. Retention is proportionate to the area covered by the denture.
b. Cohesion: it is the physical attraction of like molecules to each other, so it is occur between saliva molecules, that present between denture base and mucosa, and it is depend on the quality of saliva.

c. Atmospheric Pressure: Negative pressure between the denture and the mucosa is depend on the peripheral seal and the fitness of the denture base to the denture bearing area, so the atmospheric pressure will help keeping the denture in its place. It is proportionate directly to the area covered by the denture.
2. Stability: It is the property of the denture to be constant to resist displacement   

      by functional horizontal(lateral) or rotational movement. It is the relation of the  

      denture base to the underlying bone, while retention is related to the 

      underlying soft tissue.
3. Support: It is the property of the prosthesis to resist displacement from the denture supporting foundation, so the greater the area covered , the greater the support.

4. Esthetic: it is related to the dentist- patient communication.

5. Tissue health preservation; it is resulted from taking the 4 above factors in consideration.
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