Adjectives

An adjective is a word used to describe or determine a noun or a noun equivalent.

1. Kinds
 There are six main kinds of adjectives.

1. Descriptive (of Quality) – showing what quality or in what state a noun or a noun equivalent is.

e. g.

a  young man

a  heavy load

golden hair

a  brave solider

2. Demonstrative – pointing out or showing clearly .

e. g.

this , that , these , those

3. Distributive – showing that the things are taken separately or  in separate lots.

e. g.

each , every, either , neither

4. Quantitative and numeral – showing how much or how many of a thing is meant.

e. g.

some , any , no , few , many , much , one , twenty .

5. Interrogative – used  in asking questions . These adjectives must be used together with a noun .

e. g.

Which ,What, Whose

What house is that ?

Which season do you like best ?

6. Possessive – personal pronouns denoting possession .

These adjectives must also be used with a noun .

      e. g.

       my , your , his ,her ,etc.

      Their house is on the corner .

       We did not like his behavior .

2. Agreement
Adjectives in English have only one form, which is used with sing ular and plural, masculine and feminine nouns :

e. g.

a strong man                     a strong woman

strong men                        strong women

The only exceptions are the demonstrative adjectives this and that , which change to these and those respectively before plural nouns.

e. g.

this house                            that woman

these houses                        those women

3. Position

Adjectives in English usually come before their nouns. This is called the "attributive" use of the adjective .

e. g.

a beautiful view

and old man

a valuable present

a pretty woman

   When there are two or more adjectives before a noun they are not usually separated by and except when the last two are adjectives of co lour :

e. g.

the big bad wolf.

a tall dark person .

 two white balls .

a blue and black tie .

a little black and white kitten .

