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Fasiolosis is a chronic parasitic disease of cattle caused by
the liver parasites Fasciola hepatica and F. gigantica.
Clinical Symptoms
Anaemia, hypoalbuminaemia and submandibular oedema are
characteristic. The acute form that is common in sheep can
sometimes occur in calves. Diarrhoea may occur if
complicated by the presence of Ostertagia species.
Diagnosis
Based on clinical findings, seasonality and weather
conditions and previous history of the presence of the
parasite is confirmed by microscopic examination of feces.
Treatment and Prevention
Management
Drug treatment
First line
? Triclabendazole 9-12 mg/kg, PO stat (all stages of
fasciola).
? S/E: Higher doses are associated with inappetence,
increased blood urea nitrogen, transient weight loss,
and slight effect on motor activities.
Second line
? Rafoxanide 7.5 mg/kg, PO, stat against flukes above 4
weeks old & most nematodes.
? S/E: At high dose inappetence, diarrhea and blindness
may occur.
? D/F: Rafoxanide is available at 2.5%, 7.5 ml/50 kg
? W/P: meat 28 days; milking cows should not be
treated with rafoxanide
or
? Albendazole 10 mg/kg, PO, stat
? S/E: Generally it is well tolerated. It is embryotoxic at
two times the recommended doses, limiting its use in
pregnant animals particularly the first 45 days of
gestation. Hypersensitivity to albendazole may occur.
? D/F: bolus, 150, 200, 250, 300, 600, 1000, 1125,
1500, 1875 and 2500mg; suspension, 1.5, 2.5, 5, 10,
and 12.5%; powder, 20 and 30%; paste, 15gm

