I. Role in Health Promotion

• Encourages the adoption of health beliefs, attitudes, and behaviours that

contribute to the overall health of the population through public policy,

community-based action, public participation, and advocacy or action on

environmental and socio-economic determinants of health, as well as health

inequities.7

• Supports public policy changes to modify physical and social environments

that contribute to risk.

• Assists communities, families, and individuals to take responsibility for

establishing, maintaining, and/or improving their health by adding to their

knowledge or control over (and ability to influence) health determinants.

• Works with others and leads processes to enhance community, group, or

individual plans that will help society to plan for, cope with, and manage

change.

• Encourages skill building by communities, families, and individuals so they

can learn to balance choices with social responsibility and, in turn, create a

healthier future for all.

• Initiates and participates in health promotion activities in partnership with

others such as the community and colleagues in other sectors.

II. Role in Disease and Injury Prevention

• Reduces the risk of infectious disease outbreaks; this includes early

identification, investigation, contact tracing, preventive measures, and

activities to promote safe behaviours.7
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• Applies epidemiological principles and knowledge of the disease process so

as to manage and control communicable diseases using prevention

techniques, infection control, behaviour change counseling, outbreak

management, surveillance, immunization, episodic care, health education,

and case management.

• Uses appropriate technology for reporting and follow-up.

• Uses effective strategies to reduce risk factors that may contribute to chronic

disease and disability; this may include changes to social and economic

environments and inequities that increase the risk of disease.

• Helps individuals and families to adopt health behaviours that reduce the

likelihood of disease, injury, and/or disability.

• Encourages behaviour changes to improve health outcomes.

III.Role in Health Protection

• Acts in partnership with public health colleagues, government, and other

agencies to:

– ensure safe water, air, and food,

– control infectious diseases, and

– provide protection from environmental threats (including delegating or

carrying out delegated regulatory functions).7

• Takes the lead in identifying issues that may need attention and offers public

health advice to groups such as municipal governments or regional districts

about the public health impact of policies and regulations.

• Works with individuals, families, and communities to create or maintain a

safe environment where people may live, work, and play.
