Public health/community health nurses…

• are self-motivated and self-directed

– They work autonomously and independently in a variety of settings.

• work collaboratively

– They work together and in consultation with the community and with both

nursing and other colleagues.

• use evidence to inform their practice decisions

– They incorporate research findings into their practice.18

• participate in the research process

– They do so by identifying clinical nursing problems which lend themselves to

research and will aid in the creation of evidence-based nursing practices and

effective action for community health.

• share knowledge and skills with students

– They do this using a practical training model (preceptor process) that enhances

the practice of both parties.

• integrate multiple ways of knowing into their practice

– They pursue aesthetic, empirical, ethical, personal, and socio-political

knowledge to further their understanding of public health/community health

nursing.

• work within a socio-environmental (ecological) model for health promotion

– They consider social determinants of health in planning approaches and

activities.

• are responsible for maintaining both professional nursing standards and public

health standards

– They do so by:

n being accountable for the quality of their own practice,

n evaluating their own performance and ongoing professional development,

n taking responsibility for meeting core competencies for practice, and

n striving for excellence by making sure that their knowledge is current and that they engage in lifelong learning.                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
