 Epidemiology

Surveillance: Systematic, ongoing collection,

comparison, and analysis of health-related

information that is communicated in a timely manner

to all who need to know what health problems need

to be acted upon in their community. Surveillance is a

central feature of epidemiological practice where it is

used to control disease. Information that is used for

surveillance comes from many sources, such as

reported cases of communicable diseases, hospital

admissions, lab reports, cancer registries, population

surveys, reports of absence from school or work, and

reported causes of death.1

Sustainable development: The use of resources,

investments, technology, and institutional

development in ways that do not compromise the

health and well-being of future generations. There is

no single best way to order the complex relationships

among development, the environment, and health

which reveals all the key interactions or possible

entry points for public health interventions.
